Bertrand Community School
January 2015

From the Desk of the Superintendent

MERRY CHRISTMAS!! From the Bertrand Community School to all patrons of our district we sin-
cerely wish each and every one a joyous Christmas Holiday Season. We truly have the best students in the
state and that is something to be very thankful for!!! Hopefully, the break time will help to recharge the stu-

dentsé and staffsdé internal batteries. I f you g
We want to see all of our children back in schoc
have a SUPER 2015!

HOLIDAY HUMOR --- (Please share with your children!)

What do you call a polar bear that steals icebergs from other polar bears?
d An iceburglar

Why does Santa Claus have three gardens?
d So he can H#lo-Ho

What is tall, hairy, lives in the Himalayas and does 500 sit-ups a day?
0 The abdominal snowman

What happens when Frosty the Snowman gets dandruff?
0 He gets snowflakes.

What kind of pine has the sharpest needles?
0 A porcupine

What kind of food do you get when you cross a blizzard with a polar bear?
d A brrr-grrr (burger)

What is red and white and red and white and red and white?
0 Santa Claus rolling down a hill

What does Frosty the Snowman take when he gets sick?
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With the holiday break rapidly approaching it is hard to believe that
the school year is already half over. There are a lot of exciting things
happening here at Bertrand Con
fair was a huge success. Thank you to all that were able to attend the
book fair as your support enables us to increase our library inventory.
Our elementary students that met their reading goals for the 1% se-
mester headed to Kearney to watch a movie. Please keep encourag-
ing your children to read. Those that were able to attend had a great
time. 1 would like to see 100% of our students qualify next semester.
The student body has done a great job with the food drive. The
theme was fAKick Kidder out of
rounded by a variety of canned goods. Thank you for donating the
canned goods as they will go towards helping others in a time of

need. | hope everyone has an opportunity to spend time with family
over the holiday break. Happy Holidays from all of us at Bertrand
Community School.

BOX TOP ROYALTY 2015
January and February wil!/ be bringing "umil so
February 12" we will be collecting Box Top sheets to crown our Box Top Queen. Each child will

bring in sheets that will count as a vote for their teacher. The Queen will be announced on the 13" of
February. Keep collecting those AROYALO Bg
me at the school. \

Thank you,

Donna Peterson, Box Top Coordinator

Health Screeningsrom Jennifer Sand, School Nurse

Health screenings regarding height, weight and dental have been completed all on students in kindergar-
ten through 12th grade. Vision and hearing screenings will be completed in January by the Lions Club mobile unit.
This is the first year that schools are being required to do BMIs(body mass index) on students. This strategy has
been put in place to help schools and parents to be aware of the increase in obesity in childhood and to implement
prevention strategies to address this issue. BMI is calculated using an individual's height, weight, age and gender.
BMI is an acceptable measure of weight status (underweight, normal weight and overweight or obese). The focus
is the prevention of developing chronic health conditions, mainly heart attacks, strokes, hypertension and diabetes.
If a child (or an adults)BMI is high, they are at greater risk for these conditions.

In our school, 68% of boys and 65% of girls have a normal BMI. 29% of boys and 35% of girls are
overweight.

21% of boys and 16% of girls fall in the obese category. The purpose of sharing this information is not to point
out individuals but to help all of us be aware of risks and to work to prevent that from happening. What can we do
to reduce our percentage in students in the higher percentages? It's not new information but, we need to increase
activity levels, eat more fruits and vegetables,reduce junk food intake, drink more water and reduce fat intake.
These things sound very easy but we all have heard them many times and yet we continue to fall into old habits.
By being aware of the risks and working together between home and school, let's make 2015 a healthier year for
each of our students.




% Counselor Notes from Kim Johnson, BCS K -12 School Counselor Jan. /2015 %

*Please contact Kim Johnson by calling BCS at 36872-3427 or by sending an email to kim.johnson@bertrandvikings.org if
there are questions regarding counselerelated topics.

The BCS School Counselor office is on facebook, i f y o u 8ebré Fanebdok has bécbmeithe n d 0
new email and messaging for many, so to communicate and update students and parents, facebook is in a trial period to st@mascounselor office information
that pertains to many. Individual and confidential information will still be shared individually and confidentially, just as before.

*To all 20142015 Seniors, Juniors, Sophomores and parents/guardiariehe John Baylor ACT test preparation online 12session
program is available for all students interested in this ACT prep opportunity and is available through June of 2015. Heretise

(at home or elsewhere) online logn access information for this great ACT prep program provided by our school at no cost to our
students.:

1) go to www.JohnBaytorTestPrep.com

2) enter username: dshipp.esull@org

3) enter password: 6931056

4) set up an account/password, etc., as needed or requested

Juniors and any interested Sophomores, make sure to register to take the ACT if you plan to attend -g&ar college or universiy.
Reqister early and plan to take the test at least twice, as students usually increase their score with additional times thd As
taken. Juniors are advised to take the ACT one to two times, if possible, before Senior year. Seniors are advised to tak@AGE

as many times as needed before college application process time (Dec.) to achieve the best ACT score possible. See dates bel

ACT From the ACT registration site: http://www.actstudent.org, ACT test dates for 2014£015:

test date: registration deadline: late registration allowed (with late fee paid):
Test Date Registration Deadline (Late Fee Required Registration)

Feb. 7, 2015 Jan. 9, 2015 Jan. 10-16, 2015

April 18 March 13 March 14-27

June 13 May 8 May 9-22
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*Pl an ahead for these dates. I'f you |like your scor e dréiakethelA€ETSt t i 1
plan accordingly and remember that 55% of students who retake the ACT improve their scores! With retaking the ACT, the oddse in the
studentés favor! (22% have the same score, and 23% have a | ower s

*Online registration is suggested at www.actstudent.org. Our Bertrand Community School code 280245 which is needed for registration, in
addition to a credit or debit card number to pay the registration fee. A digital closaip photo is also required for and will ke uploaded for regis-
tration. Please call Mrs. Johnson for questions. Free test prep practice questions are located at the ACT website, whichhaheful and based
on old ACT exams.

Thank you to everyone who purchased a National Honor Society calendar!
We have a few extras if anyone is interested, please call-8427 and ask for Kim Johnson.
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GOOD LUCK AND SAFETY TO ALL STUDENTS AND COACHES AS THE SEASON STARTS FOR WINT
SPORTS AND ACTI VI TI ES! LET6S GO VIK

o
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The Care Corner is a community project with Bertrand Community School, the Village of Bertrand, and Immanuel Lutheran

Church. Care Corner is located at Immanuel Lutheran Church at 404 Medina Avenue in Bertrand. If interested in clothing for
children, or if interested in donating childrends cH@R342¥.ng it er
Items will be collected and sorted all year long, so please remember the Care Corner as you go through closets
bet ween seasons and as children grow, the Care Corner i's in a

Thanks to all who donate to the Care Corner!
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Reading Crosses Bridges
CONGRATULATIONS to the following students who crossed a bridge at
the end of November!

Addison Andersen Katelyn Evans Dashiell Alexander
Scott Bieker Marie Ford Chonsey Bieker
Maddyn DiMauro Carson Hansen Myles Boggs
Ashlynn Edgren Gracie Hock Kaylee Dodson
Nena Escobar Salas Aislin Kidder Reece Vinzant
Emma Foster Garrett Scholz Johanna Ford
Brena Gdanitz Logan Schutz Kayne Gonzalez
Aubrey High Chase Thomas Carlyn Stephen
August Nelson Eric Wood Chandler Whetstine
Thunder Nelson Brayden Benson Arik Ackerman
Waylon Olesen Matthew Dunn Landon Andersen
Shelby Schoene Nolan Edgren Trista Callahan
Ava Vaughn Aidan Kidder Aleya Hueftle
Creston Wagner Clayton Kuck Wilson Kuck
Tipton Bieker Coleman Langford Karley Patterson
Brooklyn Evans Eli Renken Anna Pelton

Macie Steinbrink

An afternoon out of school on a school day, what could be better than this!? Stu-
dents from the first through sixth grade, who achieved their reading goal for the first se-
mester, hopped on the bus and headed to the Kearney Cinema 8 to watch the movie
Penguins of Madagascapbn December 3. As they entered the cinema each child was
given a small pop and popcorn to enjoy during the show. What a great reward! Way to
go kids! Keep reading so we can do this again.

This was also made possible by parents, grandparents, neighbors, and friends sav-
ing box tops and sending them back to school with Bertrand students. Each box top we
collect is worth 10 cents. This adds up to a nice amount, which is then used to pay for
our students to do special activities. Way to go!!

Thanks for collecting box tops for us. o)
N’
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2014 Friend in Education Award Winner

Patricia Dannehl is the 2014 Bertrand Education Association Friend in Education Award Winner!
Patricia, (Pat) Dannehl, a former English teacher, an active substitute, and an ardent supporter of education at
the Bertrand Community School, has been named the 2014-15 Friend in Education Award winner. Mrs. Dan-
nehl has occupied the desk in the current journalism and English room at Bertrand for 45 consecutive years.
She started her 20-year teaching career as a junior and senior high English teacher and eventually assumed the
role as journalism instructor, the last eight years of her career. Mrs. Dannehl credits the dedication and com-
mitmentof herteen-aged st aff writers and editors for this
designations. This state-wide award is bestowed upon only the best yearbooks, containing within in their
pages, excellence in the content, layout and design. Mrs. Dannehl is currently completing her 21 consecutive
year as a substitute at Bertrand, in English and all other junior high and high school curricular areas except art,
(she insists her artistic proficiency level is stick figures) and music, (where she claims the inability to read
notes).

Oddly enough, this highly accomplished andwell-r e s pect ed educator never
aspiration, after graduating from Ord High School in 1950 and the University of Nebraska at Lincoln in 1954,
was to be a reporter and writer. However, after falling in love with Spike Dannehl while he was a student at
UNL, Pat came back to live in Bertrand, where she and her husband were engaged in farming with the Dannehl
family. Pat and Spike were married on October 24™, 1954 and recently celebrated their 60" wedding anniver-
sary. Three children were born to this union. Two sons, Mike, farming with his father since 1982-present and
his wife Linda, an extension specialist for Phelps and Gosper Counties; Dave, the bank president at First State
Bank at Loomis/Bertrand and his wife Stephanie, technology teacher/librarian at the Bertrand Community
School; and one daughter, Lorri Davison, a Nurse Practitioner in charge of the wound treatment center located
at Mary Lanning Hospital in Hastings, which holds two of the only hyperbaric chambers in central Nebraska.
Pat and Spike have seven grandchildren; Chris and Tyson Davison and Jeff, Jennifer, Andy, Haley and Jaden
Dannehl, and one great-grandson, Tristen Dannehl.

When asked how a young woman with the heart of a reporter/writer happened to spend her life in the
education profession, Mrs. Dannehl admits that job opportunities in reporting and writing in the Bertrand vicin-
ity were limited. Therefore, as a favor to the elementary principal at the time, Mrs. Katherine Walker, she be-
gan to substitute in the elementary school classrooms. Patricia literally fell in love with the enthusiasm and en-
ergy of those sixth grade students, Kyle Hoehner, Angie (Bergstraesser), Mary (Fastenau), Catherine (Grafe), to
name only a few, and decided she would enjoy teaching as a career. After completing her education classes at
Kearney State College and taking extension classes from UNL in literature, Pat was ready to educate and in-
spire hundreds of students under her tutelage.

Hi ghlights of Mrs. Dannehl s teaching career
for Christmas; ceramic mice, stuffed mice, plastic mice, etc., of which her students knew she was deathly
afraid. The mice would take up residence at the back of her classroom, proudly displayed as visual reminders
of her disdain for these furry little nuisances. Of course, she was also the recipient of much more gratifying
gifts such as roses, cards and notes of thanks. One memorable, but disconcerting, situation, found Mrs. Dan-
nehl between two high school students who were engaged in a hand-to-hand exchange. With her five-foot five-
inch frame, Pat, though somewhat frightened at the strength and size of these teenage boys, told them to follow
her. At this point, she noticed that one of the young men had buttons torn from his shirt, while she sewed the
buttons on the shirt, she could hear their breathing quiet and their demeanor begin to calm. It was then that the
true gravity of her intervention became all too clear.

Mr s . Dannehl 6s very f av o-wayintehercaesan @he iad beea paphengy e d
Shakespeare to her sophomores. On this particular day, the students had taken turns reading aloud lines from
the scene where Marc Anthony uses verbal irony in an impassioned speech to the Romans, hoping to instigate
mutinous actions toward Brutus and the co-conspirators. An uninspired young male student, who up to this
point had not tried to hide his dislike for the confusing language and disconnected circumstances of Shake-
spearebds play, passed Mrs. Dannehl on the way ou
stuff AINOT so bad. o How can you say, AWay to



Patricia Dannehl admits that substituting can be a difficult tightrope to walk. She talks about the impor-

tance of her fABag of Trickso. I n this bag Mrs. D
math puzzles. These ice-breakers help ease the tension and establish rapport with the students in each class.
Pat truly believes that students wondét care how

Again, every Bertrand Education Association member wants to thank Mrs. Dannehl for the indelible
mark of excellence she has left on the students whose lives she has touched over the years and for her continued
willingness to actively substitute for the teachers at the Bertrand Community School, even at 82 years of age.

Drumming Up Native American Activities in Kindergarten

In celebrationof the Thanksgiving holiday, Mrs. Fordé6s Kk
Native American symbols, customs, and games from some tribes of North America. They then reproduced Native
American symbols on white pieces of paper that were glued around oatmeal boxes to make American Indian DRUMS.
They then made headdresses by reproducing an ABAB pattern on long, white strips of paper and chose a large turkey
or pheasant feather to put at the back of the headdress. During the celebration, Mrs. Ford shared games and rhythms
her mother, Vivian Von Loh, experienced while teaching on the Omaha Indian Reservation at Macy, Nebraska in 1985.
Those dances, rhythms and games were authentic Sioux tribal traditions Mrs. VVon Loh took part in while teaching on
the reservation. Thanks to extra hands from the three volunteer moms, Maggie Wilson, Mandy Adams and Amanda
Kidder, the students had a wonderful pre-Thanksgiving day on Tuesday, November 25™. The parent volunteers assisted
Mr s . Ford with the | earning and playing of two Sioux eth
Rock. 0 What a gr eat -dldihadarnindabost thesefpriond peopla whd wee in Amesice farst.
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Bertrand finishes 4" and 6" at the 25" annual UNL Math Day
The 25™ annual UNL Math Day was held on Thursday, November 21, 2014, on the UNL campus.
1506 students from 105 Nebraska schools participated in the competition this year. The event is de-
signed to spark high school studentsod interest
mathematics or the mathematical sciences, and to recognize outstanding mathematical ability.
This all-day event consists of the PROBE | and PROBE I individual competitions and the fast-
paced Math Bowl double elimination team competition. Students start with the multiple choice, pre-
liminary exam called PROBE | (Problems Requiring Original and Brilliant Effort). The top three
females and males receive awards. The top five, four, or three scores (depending on class) from each
school determine the PROBE | team score. The top 40 students move on to take an essay exam
called PROBE Il. The top 10 on PROBE Il are awarded a total of $34,000 in four-year scholarships
to UNL.
This year, Bertrand was able to send 10 students to the competition. The students are selected based
on attendance at Wednesday morning math group. The students finished 6™ in the PROBE | exam.
Their Math Bowl ended with a tie breaker question in the 10" round. However, the team proudly
walked away witha4™p | ace f i ni sh. Bertrandos highest exeé
of the students competing.

Bertrand UNL Math Day participants: Front row L-R: Adyson Furlong, Jadyn High, and Kara Philips.
Second row L-R: Sarah Dannehl, Brianna Smith, and Hayley Dannehl. Back row L-R: Tigh Renken,
Cooper Grabenstein, Grant Dahlgren, and Connor Liljestrand.



